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English POLICY

Werrington Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Keeping Children Safe in Education, Safeguarding Policy, the Code of conduct, Equal Opportunities Policy, Health and Safety policy should be read in conjunction with this policy.

English is defined as the united skills and knowledge of reading, writing and oral language.  In order for children to become literate they must understand that the written word is a representation of the spoken word, and that both have a variety of forms related to purpose. To achieve this, the abilities of all pupils should be developed within an integrated programme of speaking and listening, reading and writing.
The New Curriculum order for English describes what must be taught in each key stage. Werrington Primary School follows the Framework for the New Curriculum. This ensures continuity and progression in the teaching of English. In the Early Years the curriculum is guided by the Early Learning Goals and Foundation Curriculum.

1. INTENT:
· To provide children with the opportunity to read, write and speak with confidence, fluency and understanding. 
· To give children an environment which is safe and secure and which provides encouragement

for the development of all aspects of English.
· To ensure that there is equality of access and opportunity for all children to develop their

English skills.
· To seek to ensure that all children achieve their full potential in all aspects of English by the

time they move from Primary to Secondary Education.
· To stimulate children’s imagination and enthusiasm, and develop knowledge of the world by introducing literature reflecting a wide range of cultures and attitudes, reflecting the diversity of our community.
2. IMPLEMENTATION
Werrington Primary School believes that its teachers must work together to plan, deliver and moderate the teaching of English in order to ensure that expectations are high and that all children are able to achieve the best of their ability. Work is appropriately differentiated by both task, support and outcome depending on the objective and the child across the school. Some children may also be given the opportunity to enhance their learning through booster groups and targeted support. We use the Power of Reading scheme at least once a term to ensure our children are exposed to high quality texts. Our structures of writing include word level, sentence level and paragraph level focus lessons to scaffold our children’s writing.
A range of teaching strategies are used, including:
· drama

· modelling

· explanation

· questioning

· discussion
· shared writing and reading

All year groups will also teach handwriting, spelling, whole class reading and any other tasks directly related to the development of English skills such as SPaG. Teachers listen and respond to children in a sensitive and supporting manner, discussing and evaluating their successes with them.
Speaking and Listening

Opportunities are provided for children to talk and listen in both formal and informal settings.  These include:
· drama and role play to explore imagined situations

· participation in class assemblies, school productions etc

· class and group discussion

· opportunities to follow instructions, increasing in complexity 

· interviewing carried out as part of a topic or project such as hot seating
· poetry and rhythm

Reading

Reading is given a high priority throughout the school as we believe that a reading weakness hinders progress in all subject areas.  The class teacher will aim to ensure all children have the opportunity to read, either through whole class reading sessions, individual reading or during their library time. Individual reading can take place at any part of the day. 
Using an appropriate text, the teacher will lead and support whole class guided reading sessions, with all children accessing the same text through scaffolding where needed.
Reading is developed across the school through:
· A wide range of materials, with opportunities for children to select for both

              information and enjoyment.                      
· Our phonic scheme: Supersonic Phonic Friends, provides a structure for the development of these skills.

· In KS1 structure is provided by phonetically decodable reading books which reflect the phonic sounds that the child has learned and is able to read and a wide variety of additional books including children’s picture, story and non-fiction books.

· In KS2 structure is provided by the Accelerated Reader scheme which includes a graded variety of fiction and non-fiction books. The scheme is not exclusive and the children may choose books from the classroom or from home. Once the children have read their book, they can complete a short quiz on the text.
· In Year 5/6 the children also have access to a year 5/6 library which is a list of 100 books that the children funded through a sponsored read. These are a wide range of texts that have been chosen by upper key stage 2 teachers.  
· Regular teaching of comprehension skills (VIPERS), encouraged from the early stages.
· Reading aloud with response from and to the class, from fiction, non-fiction, poetry, etc.
· Each year group has at least three class texts to study throughout the year either through Power of reading or as a class reader and for some, we have copies for each child to read from. These books are used in both English lessons and as a class reader or in whole class reading session.
· Gathering and using information from a variety of sources including computing.
· Time made available regularly for whole class reading of a book for pleasure.
· Two annual Book Fairs.
· Annual celebration of ‘World Book Day’. 
· English teaching is encouraged to be centred around a book or text, especially in our Power of Reading units, however this does not fit for all text types covered and sometimes English units are based around topics, video stimulus or genres.
· Every class visits the library weekly to read independently, share books and recommend them to others both in their year group and through our recommendation wall.
Writing

Writing is developed through:
· Emergent writing principles in which children write for themselves, using their

own symbols in the initial stages, extended as phonic knowledge and spelling skills develop.
· Specific teaching of punctuation, grammar and spelling. 
· Provision of a wide range of contexts and purposes for writing, sometimes planned around the topic for each year group, including our Power of Reading units, based around a book.
· Opportunities for drafting, and editing so that ideas and information are expressed coherently.
· Opportunities for collaborative writing, either as a class, in a group or in pairs.
· Opportunities for the use of reference books and materials, including computing 
               at school for research purposes.
· Years 1 to 6 take home spellings derived from spelling or phonic rules which are being taught at that time. Spelling shed is used to set spellings and as a platform for children to practice their spellings, both in school and at home. Reception children may take home some words to learn/spellings.  Parents are informed of letters/words being learnt and this forms part of the weekly homework. 
·  The use of dictionaries, thesauruses word mats etc is actively encouraged. 
· KS2 follow Vocabulary Ninja lessons with each text type that is taught. This is a standard lesson differentiated for each year group to develop vocabulary across their writing.

· Writing units include word level, sentence level and paragraph level (appropriate to age) focused lessons.

Handwriting

Handwriting and presentational skills are considered very important across the school.  Handwriting is practised regularly in both key stages using, or preparing for use of a semi-cursive, joined style.  In Reception and Year 1 children are taught cursive looped handwriting using the Twinkl handwriting scheme. Children write in pencil throughout the school, with ink pens being introduced when children have earned a pen licence at the discretion of their teacher. The children use a blue biro or pencil for response marking.  
3.Planning/Subject Coverage/Timetabling

Each year group completes a yearly overview of text types to be covered. Alongside this, medium term plans are created to identify objectives for each unit. Short term planning is carried out by individual teachers (these are often 1/2/3 weeks long). When planning a Power of Reading unit, staff use the plans from the scheme and then change and adapt them to suit the needs of their cohort, add in SPaG coverage and ensure writing types desired are covered. 
Planning will ensure that in addition there are frequent and regular opportunities for:
· Extended writing, which will be based on and will develop further skills covered in the lessons and which will include both fiction and non-fiction in order to facilitate children’s ability to develop as independent writers.

· Extra reading activities, which may include comprehension activities and VIPERS based tasks. They will also provide the opportunity to change their home/school reading books.

4. Use of Computing
The use of Computing is built into the delivery of the English programme wherever possible. 

5. Cross-Curricular Links

Teachers consider the opportunities for developing English skills across the curriculum.
All teachers are aware of and capitalise on opportunities, which will arise every

day, for children to develop their speaking and listening, reading and writing skills across the curriculum. Teachers planning will ensure that opportunities for Drama occur in a variety of subject areas e.g. History, Geography within their curriculum plans.
Independent reading is seen as a crucial aspect of the development of English. The school actively encourages parents to read with their children as part as homework provision. In both KS1 & KS2 the children have the opportunity to change books when needed and class teachers keep records of the levels achieved by the children, including progression and frequency and pass rate of Accelerated Reader quizzes. Children, parents and teachers are encouraged to write in their child’s reading record when the child has read whether independently or to an adult.
SPAG is taught either within the English lessons or discreetly and, where relevant, as part of handwriting. Teachers also seek to encourage correct independent spelling by children when they are producing written work.
Different genres of writing are taught to children in English and also via a cross-curricular

approach, from narrative fantasy to non-chronological report writing. Teachers carefully plan their approach to all subject areas in order to ensure that structured opportunities for their work are provided, thus stimulating the development of pupils’ independent writing skills.
6. Disability and Special Needs

Pupils with difficulties in basic skills are given extra support, either daily or on a regular basis by teaching assistants and their teacher. The SEN Co-ordinator will liaise with the English Co-ordinators and class teachers to ensure that the individual needs of pupils with special needs are met and that appropriate targets are set and regularly reviewed. Outside agencies may be consulted where appropriate.

Children with exceptional difficulties or high levels of attainment may be withdrawn to work in a small group with teacher or support staff.
Children not meeting expected levels are assessed according to PKS Levels.  Children who are Pupil Premium are given extra support and intervention by a named adult. 
Teachers are mindful of the extra needs of gifted and talented children and will differentiate questions and activities to allow for further progression and challenge. These children will be given more opportunities to choose how to approach writing and given a wider range of stimuli. There is a separate library in the Year 5/6 area for those children in Years 5 & 6 (& more able children in Year 4) who require more complex and a more diverse range of texts. 
7. IMPACT
Marking is carried out regularly in accordance with the school’s marking policy. Pink and Green response marking (green for growth and pink for good examples) occurs weekly and the children are required to respond in blue pen. 
In the short term, teachers carry out continuous assessment of children’s progress in all aspects of the English Curriculum. Such assessment is formative: progress with specific skills or objectives are assessed with a view to informing subsequent teaching and learning for the children. Children needing continuous additional intervention in reading, writing and phonics are included on class Provision Maps. If this is still an issue by Year 4, then a number of different interventions can be introduced to target specific areas of weakness by overlearning. Those children who are identified by teachers as having a particular weakness following teaching are included in small group interventions as soon as the weakness is identified.
Teachers make formal assessments of children’s progress at the end of each term, and this will be fed into Insight however teachers are continuously making judgements on children’s progress. Insight is used to report the children’s levels. The outcomes of such assessments will inform the following term’s planning. We have developed our own TAFs (Teacher Assessment Framework) for writing in all year groups and this is used for assessing and internal moderation.

In the long term, there are formal assessments – PiXL tests (2-6 & Y1 Spring & Summer term) but these form part of the overall teacher assessment. The outcomes of formal assessments are recorded for the child’s records and for her/his next class teacher. Teachers are expected to carry out a QLA (Question Level Analysis) after each assessment to inform planning and next steps for their class.
8. Equal Opportunities

This policy should be read in conjunction with school’s Equality Policy under the Equality Act 2010. 
Any child with English as a second language is integrated into all school activities and is given appropriate support e.g. extra time from staff, appropriate resources and extra time.
9. Home School Links

Each child has a reading book and reading record book which goes home daily, in which both parents and staff comment on progress.  In KS2 children have opportunity to comment themselves. This is expected to have at least 4 records of home reading a week and all teachers check reading records weekly. 
Homework includes specific tasks: regular reading and learning spellings. 
Reporting to parents takes place three times a year at both Parents Evenings (October and April) and also in an annual written report at the end of the year.

SATS are explained and results reported to parents.
10. Progression and Continuity

The National Curriculum 2014 provides the basis for English teaching in school from Year 1 – Year 6.

Curriculum group and staff meetings are held to discuss curriculum matters and consistency of approach and standards.

Assessments are recorded via the QLA and new teachers can refer to these as part of the hand up process.
Resources are matched to teaching and learning needs.
11. Monitoring and Review

Monitoring of subjects is undertaken on a yearly basis according to the School’s Development Plan

(SDP). Please refer to the current SDP for the current cycle.
We are aware of the need to regularly review our policies to take account of the new initiatives,

changes in curriculum or developments in technology.
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